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FROM VATICAN OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PDIP, TO, VT 

SUBJECT: NEW ROC AMBASSADOR TO THE VATICAN 
REF: TAIPEI 7049 

1 . THE DEAN OF THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS TO THE VATICAN ON 
DECEMBER 8 INFORMED US THAT PRESENT ROC AMBASSADOR TO 
VATICAN, CHEN CHIH-MAI, WOULD BE MAKING HIS FAREWELL CALL 
ON POPE PAUL VI ON JANUARY 12, 1978. HE DID NOT REVEAL 

ANY KNOWLEDGE OF THE APPOINTMENT OF A SUCCESSOR, BUT 
PASSED ON THE INFORMATION TO US IN THE CONTEXT OF 
RELATING THAT HE FORESAW DIFFICULTIES IN GETTING A SUFFICIENT 
NUMBER OF AMBASSADORS TO CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS TO TRADI- 
TIONAL GIFT FOR DEPARTING AMBASSADORS-A TRAY BEARING 
THE SIGNATURES OF COLLEAGUES-SINCE SO FEW 
COUNTRIES STILL MAINTAINED RELATIONS WITH THE ROC. HE 
HOPED THAT IN VIEW OF THE PERSONAL ESTEEM IN WHICH 
THAT AMBASSADOR WAS HELD AND ESPECIALLY SINCE THE NAMES 
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OF THEIR COUNTRIES WOULD NOT APPEAR BELOW THE SIGNATURES, 

THAT PERHAPS MOST AMBASSADORS WOULD CONTRIBUTE ON A 
PERSONAL BASIS. 

2. THE CHANGE OF ROC AMBASSADORS WILL ALLEVIATE A 
VATICAN PROTOCOL PROBLEM. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE 
VATICAN MADE A SPECIAL REQUEST TO THE PRESIDENT OF 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

SENEGAL TO DELAY THE TRANSFER OF THE SENEGALESE 

AMBASSADOR FROM THE VATICAN BECAUSE HIS PLACE AS 

VICE DEAN OF THE CORPS WOULD THEN DEVOLVE ON THE 

CHINESE AMBASSADOR, WHO IS NO. 3 IN LINE BEHIND THE 

OLD AND AILING DEAN, AMBASSADOR VALLADARES OF GUATEMALA, 

AND THE AMBASSADOR OF SENEGAL HENRI RENE DOODS. 

APPARENTLY THE VATICAN FELT THAT SINCE THE ROC HAD NO 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH A MAJORITY OF THE COUNTRIES REP- 
RESENTED AT THE VATICAN, AMBASSADOR CHEN WOULD HAVE 
HAD A VERY DIFFICULT TIME FULFILING THE ROLE OF VICE 
DEAN OR ACTING DEAN. GARDNER 
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